Reformation History

Lutheran Church (started in Germany)

Martin Luther (1483-1546)

Oct. 31%, 1517 — The official beginning of the Reformation

Luther’s Catechism (1529)
Reformed Church (started in Switzerland)

Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531)

John Calvin (1509-1564)

Heidelberg Catechism (1563)
Evangelical Church (Merger)

Began in 1817 in Germany

By order of Frederick William III of Prussia

United the Lutheran and Reformed Churches of his kingdom

In America
German Reformed Church in the United States of America
Immigrants to America starting in 1710 in Pennsylvania
Established in 1793 as independent from the European Church
German Evangelical Church in America
Immigrants to America starting in 1830 in Illinois and Missouri
Organized in 1840, Merged with a number of Evangelical Synods
around the country in the following years
Evangelical Catechism (1847, 1867, 1892, 1929)
Evangelical & Reformed Church (Merger)
Began in 1934
United the Evangelical Church & the Reformed Church in the United
States
The Eureka Classis of the Reformed Church rejected the merger
United Church of Christ (Merger)
Began in 1957
United the Evangelical & Reformed Church and the Congregational
Christian Conference
The Conservative Congregational Christian Conference (CCCC), the
National Association of Congregational Christian Churches
(NACCC) and various individual Congregational Christian
Churches rejected the merger.
Evangelical Association of Reformed and Congregational Christian
Churches (EA)
Began in 1998
Churches and Pastors withdrawing from the UCC

The Evangelical Catechism

A catechism is a question and answer book.
Catechisms cover the basics of Christian Faith
The 10 Commandments — The Law
The Apostle’s Creed — The Gospel
The Lord’s Prayer
Baptism
Communion
The Evangelical Catechism combines Luther’s Catechism and the
Heidelberg Catechism in the spirit of the Marburg Colloquy (1529)

Essentials of the Catechism

Introduction

Part 1: The Ten Commandments

Part 2: The Christian Faith — The Attributes of God, The Apostles’ Creed
Part 3: Prayer — The Lord’s Prayer

Part 4: The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

Part 5: The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Appendix
The Confirmation Vow
The Confessional
Names of the Books of the Bible
The Old Testament (39 Books)
Historical Books (17)
Poetical Books (5)
Prophetical Books (17)
a. The Greater Prophets (5)
b. The Lesser Prophets (12)
The New Testament (27 Books)
Historical Books (5)
Doctrinal Books (The 21 Epistles)
a. The Epistles of St. Paul (13)
b. The Epistle to the Hebrews (1)
c. The Seven General Epistles (7)
Prophetic
Brief History of the German Evangelical Synod of North America



1- 5 Introduction
1 Man’s Chief Concern - Kingdom of God and
Righteousness
2- 3 Righteousness Thru Faith in Jesus Christ
4- 5 The Message of the Bible - Law and Gospel
6- 39 Part 1: The Ten Commandments
6- 8 15t Commandment - Don’t Worship Other gods
9- 10 2" Commandment — Don’t Use Idols
11- 13 3rd Commandment — Don’t Misuse God’s Name
14- 16 4*" Commandment - Honor the Sabbath
17- 18 5t Commandment - Honor Your Parents
19- 22 6" Commandment — Don’t Murder
23- 25 7" Commandment - Don’t Commit Adultery
26- 28 8t Commandment - Don’t Steal
29- 31 9t" Commandment — Don’t Bear False Witness
32- 34 10" Commandment- Don’t Covet
34 Summary of the Commandments - Love God,
Love your neighbor
35- 38 The Curse of the Law
39 The Gospel of Salvation
40-112 Part 2: The Christian Faith
40 Holy Scriptures teaching concerning God
41- 52 Attributes of God - Life, Light,
Omnipresent, True, Omniscient, All-Wise,
Holy, Omnipotent, Just, Blessed, Good,
Gracious and Merciful
53- 54 The Trinity of God and the Apostle’s Creed
55- 71 The 15t Article of the Christian Faith
55- 57 God the Father and Creation and Providence
58 Summary of the 1%t Article
59- 61 Angels, Fallen Angels and Satan
62- 65 Man, Adam and Eve and the Fall into Sin,
Spread of Sin to All Mankind
66- 68 Sin and its Punishment of Death
69- 71 God’s Saving Plan
72- 86 The 2™ Article of the Christian Faith
72 God the Son and Salvation

73- 75

Jesus Christ - Son of God and Son of Man

76- 77 Jesus the Redeemer

78- 84 Jesus’ Death and Burial, Descent into Hell,
Resurrection, Ascension, at the Father’s
Right Hand, Coming again to Judge the
Quick and the Dead

85 Jesus’ Humiliation and Exaltation

73 Summary of the 2™ Article

87-112 The 3" Article of the Christian Faith

87 God the Holy Spirit and Sanctification

88- 89 The Work of the Holy Spirit

90-101 The order of Salvation: Calling,
Enlightenment, Repentance, Faith,
Justification, Regeneration and
Conversion, Assurance, Sanctification

102-106 One, Holy, Universal Christian, Church

107 The Church’s present 1imperfection but
future perfection

108-111 Communion of Saints, Forgiveness of Sins,
Resurrection of the Body, Life
Everlasting

112 Summary of the 3™ Article

113-114 Part 3: Prayer - The Lord’s Prayer

113-114 What is Prayer? And The Lord’s Prayer

115-123 The Lord’s Prayer explained

124-131 Part 4: The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

124-125 Two Sacraments — Baptism and Communion

126-127 What is Baptism and it Visible Sign?

128 What does Baptism require of us?

129-130 Baptism of Infants

131 Confirmation

132-137 Part 5: The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

132-133 What 1is the Lord’s Supper and it Visible
Sign?

134 Lord’s Supper Instituted

135 What do we receive?

136 Who receives the Sacrament worthily?

137 What does our Communion require of us?



